POLEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held in the
Village Hall on Tuesday 2" March 2010

Present at the meeting

Councillors: Clir K Blake (in the Chair), Clir R Ashby, Clir J Denning, Clir T Middleton and Clir
S North
In attendance: Mrs V Stillwell (Clerk), Mrs C Cliff and Mr and Mrs Jackson

10/012 Formalities
12.1 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Jackson and Jones due to illness and holiday
respectively. These were accepted by the members present.

12.2  Disclosures of interest by members (and employees) in items on the agenda

Clir R Ashby disclosed a personal and prejudicial interest in item 17.1 (a) EN/10/00180
in respect of Prior Notification of a proposed building to provide cover to the corn
intake pit already on site with associated dryer at Rectory Farm Yard, Hemington Road
and placed on record his intention to leave the meeting when this item is transacted.

Clir Denning disclosed a personal and prejudicial interest in item 17.1 (b) in respect of

a propsed 3 bedroomed dwelling at The Gables, Kings Arms Lane. It was not necessary
for Cllr Denning to place on record his intention to leave the meeting (or indeed leave

the meeting at the relevant time) as this item was actioned in advance of this meeting

due to Planning Department deadline for responses.

12.3  Exclusion of the public/press from the meeting during the transaction of agenda
items containing confidential information

On a proposal by ClIr S North, seconded by Clir J Denning with all members present in
favour, it was resolved to exclude members of the press/public from the meeting
during the discussion of item 21.5.

12.4 Open Forum

(a) Information requests/comments from members of the public/press on
Council issues [as listed in the Clerk’s report]
None received

(b) EN North Safer Community Team
EN North Safer Community Team were not present at this meeting

10/013 Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Tuesday 5t January 2009

On a proposal by ClIr S North, seconded by Clir T Middleton, with all members present in
favour these minutes were confirmed by this Council as a correct record and signed by the
Chairman.

10/014 Matters arising from previous meetings
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14.1  The Clerk reported that notification had been received that tree preservation order
consent has been granted (subject to conditions) in respect of the following
applications:

EN/09/01713/TPO — 34 Hemington Road, Polebrook

14.2  The Clerk reported that a letter has been sent to Royal Mail requesting an upgrade of
the village post box to allow A4 letters to be posted in it. The Chairman reported that
he had had verbal confirmation that Royal Mail would be surveying the site for a
larger post box.

14.3  The Chairman reported that a request had been received from Mr and Mrs Jackson for
a copy of the letter from Northamptonshire Constabulary to the Parish Council dated
December 2009. Cllr Denning commented that the request should not be granted as it
relates to an ongoing contentious matter, however, once the matter is resolved
correspondence will be available. The Chairman reported that NCALC recommended
that the letter was not released and would have expected the police to send a
separate letter to Mr and Mrs Jackson explaining their findings. All members present
were in agreement with Clir Denning and on a proposal by Clir J Denning and
seconded by Clir S North the Clerk was requested to write to Mr and Mrs Jackson
explaining that the letter will not be released at the present time.

10/015 The Clerk reported that it was not necessary for the minutes of Parish Council meetings to be
confirmed before they are displayed on a village notice board or website and suggested that
draft versions of meetings are instead displayed to give villagers current information on Parish
Council activities. On a proposal by Clir S North and seconded by Clir J Denning, on the basis
that the minutes are clearly marked as “Draft” this meeting approved the display of draft
minutes.

10/016 The Chairman reported that investigative work had been carried out regarding the flooding
along Main Street. The drain opposite Polebrook Hall had been dug up and the pipe was
found to be full of tree roots. The pipe has now been cleared and a new manhole fitted. This
section of pipe will now be checked and maintained on a yearly basis. The grill at Ferguson
Close is full of litter and the Chairman offered to clear this when the weather improves. The
section of roadway in front of Hartford Cottage is to be surveyed in anticipation of remedial
work to raise the road level and prevent the puddling effect.

The Chairman also reported that dates for the Cultural Community Partnerships Play
Ranger/Sports and Arts Programmes had been confirmed and the village hall booked as
follows:

Easter Holiday: Wed 7 April
Summer Holiday: Wed 28 July; Wed 4 Aug; Wed 11 Aug; Wed 18 Aug and possibly Wed 25 Aug

It was reported that the Highways department will undertake a survey of traffic and parking
around Kings Arms Road and Main Street. This may result in traffic calming along these
sections of road to deter dangerous parking. The survey is expected to take 6 months to
complete.

10/005 East Northamptonshire Council (ENC)

17.1  Applications for full planning permission notified by ENC Planning Services
(a) EN/10/00180 Prior Notification — Agricultural in respect of a proposed building
to provide cover to corn intake pit already on site with associated dryer at
Rectory Farm Yard, Hemington Road
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17.2

17.3

Clir R Ashby left the meeting whilst this item was transacted but before leaving he
explained why the cover is needed. It was resolved that the Council will raise no
objection to EN/10/00180 as the cover is an addition to an already existing
building which is away from the road and residential properties and will not
overlook or block light from any properties. Proposed by Cllr J Denning and
seconded by ClIr S North.

(b) EN/10/00029/FUL Proposed 3 bedroomed dwelling at The Gables, Kings Arms
Lane
The Chairman reported that this planning application had been passed around the
Councillors between the January and March meetings as the deadline for
responses was 22" February. ClIr J Denning did not give an opinion when the
application was passed round in light of his personal and prejudicial interest. A
response of No Objection was sent to ENC.

Waste, Recycling and Street Cleansing Consultation

ENC has asked for comments on the current waste and recycling street collection

frequencies and material types. It was agreed that the consulation will be placed in

the Correspondence Envelope with a comments sheet for Councillors to complete and

return to the Clerk.

East Northamptonshire Council (ENC)reports and publications

The following documents were received and the relevant issues to this Council and/or

to Polebrook were summarised before the document was circulated:

(a) Minutes of the ENC Standards Board Meeting held on 18 November 2009

(b) Minutes of the ENC Standards Board Meeting held on 13 January 2010

(c) Reports of the Committees dated 1 March 2010

(d) Draft Tourism Strategy for East Northamptonshire

(e) New guidance notes for interested parties wishing to make representations
concerning applications under the Licensing Act 2003

(f) Update letter and leaflet regarding Parish and Town Council Notification
Procedures

10/018 Burial and Memorials

18.1

18.2

The Chairman reported that he had received a request for an additional inscription in
memory of the late Mr J Anderson onto the headstone in the name of Mrs V Anderson
and had granted approval on behalf of the Council pending their full approval at this
meeting. All members present approved the Chairman’s actions on a proposal by Clir
R Ashby and seconded by ClIr J Denning.

The Chairman reported that Mr S Chester had been buried in the village cemetery on
Wednesday 24™ February and the Council had been asked to grant an Exclusive Burial
Right for Mrs Chester. The Chairman further reported that the Exclusive Burial Right
book of certificates had been lost and instead suggested that the Clerk should send a
letter to Mrs Chester explaining this situation and granted the Exclusive Burial Right.
This was approved with all members present in favour on a proposal by Clir S North
and seconded by Clir R Ashby.

10/019 Community

19.1

19.2

The Clerk gave a brief report of the news and views received on the village website
and suggested that the full report was placed in the Correspondence envelope for
circulation. The Chairman also reported that the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
had informed him of a theft of domestic oil from a property in the village.

The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had met with Mike Greenway of ENC on
Monday 22™ February to discuss applications for funding grants for the Village Hall
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renovation project. New applications are to be submitted to Cory and ENC at the start
of the new financial year. The contractor has provided an updated set of costs (in light
of the delay in starting work). The renovation work will now cost £60,500 (an increase
from £58,310 ex VAT) plus an additional £6,450 ex VAT for the finishing work on the
main room including the installation of a new floor. The Chairman, Clir S North and
the Clerk are to meet to complete the funding application forms.

10/020 Northamptonshire Action with Communities in Rural England (NACRE) / Northamptonshire
County Association of Local Councils (NCALC) / Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)

20.1

20.2

20.3

20.4

20.5

10/021 Finance

21.1

Details of the “Parish Partnerships —the Northamptonshire Council’s Charter” were
noted and the document was circulated with a comments sheet to be returned to the
Clerk.

Details of the New Model Standing Orders were noted and an electronic copy of Part Il
will be emailed to all Councillors. The Clerk is to review the New Model Standing
Orders in advance of the Parish Council meeting in May and report on any significant
changes before the new version is adopted. The Clerk is to approach East
Northamptonshire Council regarding the purchase cost of £25 for Part I.

The Clerk gave a verbal report of her attendance at two very useful training sessions
run by NCALC.

Details of the benefits of membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks were
noted and on a proposal by Clir J Denning and seconded by Clir T Middleton with all
members present in favour it was resolved that this Council would fund the Clerk’s
subscription to the organisation at a cost of £66 (including £5 joining fee).

NCALC correspondence:

The following documents were received and the relevant issues to this Council and/or
to Polebrook were summarised before the documents were circulated:

(a) Notification of the proposed incorporation of NCALC as a company limited by
guarantee and of a Special General Meeting to be held on Saturday 20" March
2010

Details were noted and as a full report of the meeting and incorporation will be
issued by NCALC it was agreed that no Councillors will attend the meeting.

(b) NCALC Update January — February 2010 Issue 1/10

(c) NCALC Training Guide 2010

(d) NCALC Update on public / councillor liabilities relating to grit bins and salt
spreading

Bank reconciliation (January — March 2010)

Bank statements are now being received by the Clerk and the details of the latest bank
statement were read out to the meeting. The balance of the Parish Council account as of 19"
February was £8085.65.

21.2

Payments in accordance with relevant legislation

Cheques 100725, 100726, 100727, 100728 were approved for payment by the Council on
a proposal by Clir R Ashby and seconded by ClIr T Middleton and with all members present
in favour (following confirmation that the proposed transactions have been properly
budgeted).
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Cheque 100729 was approved pending confirmation from e.on of the reasons for and
dates relating to the outstanding balance of £146.74.

21.3

214

215

Item Amount Cheque Legislative Power
No.

J.W and M.A Rowlett - for £776.25 100725 Highways Act 1980 5.96
removing sycamores and
reducing and removing dead
wood from oak tree
Northamptonshire ACRE - Parish | £34.00 100726 Local Government Act
Council Supporter (membership 1972 5143
subscription to 30" Nov 2010)
Society of Local Council Clerks - £5 Joining Fee 100727 Local Government Act
Annual Membership £61 Subscription 1972 5143

Total £66

[Corrected from £69 as shown

on the Agenda]
e.on - Electricity charges from 1 £81.59 plus 100729 Parish Council’s Act 1957
Oct 2009 to 31 Dec 2009 outstanding balance s3

of £146.74

Total £228.33
Anglian Water - Water chargesin | £39.73 100728 Small Holdings and

relation to the Allotments 13"
Aug 2009 - 4™ Feb 2010

Allotments Act 1908 s26

Total payments for approval
£1,144.31

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Council’s Internal Control System is due for
review. On a proposal; by Cllr J Denning and seconded by ClIr S North with all
members present in favour it was agreed to follow the same process as last year.

The Clerk informed the meeting of the outline timetable for this year’s audit and
annual return. Notice of the external audit date is expected from BDO within the next
month. The Clerk is to confirm the internal audit date with Peter Quincey.

This item was deferred until the end of the meeting following the resolution to
exclude members of the press and public from the relevant discussions due to their

financially sensitive nature.

10/022 Correspondence Received

The following items of correspondence were received and the relevant issues to this Council
and/or to Polebrook were summarised before the documents were circulated in the
Correspondence Envelope:

221
22.2
22.3
22.4

Letter from Dr Simon Kelley dated 28" January 2010

Brochure regarding the East Midlands Fire and Rescue Control Centre
Energy Saving Trust - Green Communities leaflet
Information for the Village Noticeboard:

a) Alzheimer’s Society poster and letter

b) NSPCC Awareness Campaign letter

c) Forestry Commission Woodfuel Fair poster

The Chairman agreed to display these notices on the village notice board.
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10/023 Other Business (items for information/future meetings)

(i) The Chairman raised concerns about the state of the Clock and Constable Land. It was agreed
in principle that the fields need reseeding but this cannot be done until the weather improves.

(ii) The dog-waste bin at Roberts Lane has been lifted off its back plate and is lying on the floor.
The Clerk is to ring East Northamptonshire Council and request they send someone to both fix
and empty the bin.

21.5 This item was deferred until the end of the meeting following the resolution to
exclude members of the press and public from the relevant discussions due to their
financially sensitive nature.

Tenders relating to the following areas of land were received and discussed by the
Council:

(a) Polebrook Cemetery / Allotments Mowing Contract
Two tenders were received for this contract:
1. Rowan Garden Services:
£25 per cut for the burial ground
£30 per cut for the allotments
2. East Northamptonshire Council
Total cost of £69.75
On a proposal by ClIr R Ashby and seconded by ClIr J Denning with all members
present in favour it was resolved that, pending confirmation that the ENC tender is
for a total cost of £69.75 and not per cut, that the ENC tender would be accepted.

(b) Stone Close Grazing Contract
Clir T Middleton left the room while this item was transacted. One tender was
received for this land from T Middleton and L Askew for £250. On a proposal by
Clir R Ashby and seconded by CliIr S North with all members present in favour it
was resolved that this tender would be accepted.

(c) Clocklands and Constable Land Grazing Contract
It was agreed that given the current state of this land and the requirement for it to
be reseeded it will not currently be rented out. Following reseeded the Council
will review retendering later in the year. It is hoped that the land can be reseeded
for hay and a profit later made from the hay to compensate for the loss in rental
income. Two options for rental periods were proposed within a tender received
by the Parish Council. It was agreed that these options would be reconsidered
later in the year and discussions held with the Church regarding extending the
length of the rental period.

The Clerk is to write to thank all those who tendered and inform them of the Council’s decisions.

10/011 Date of the next meeting
The next ordinary meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 4™ May 2010 at 7.30pm.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.

SIZNEM. ittt neas Chairman 4™ May 2010

106



